- mus | St. Paul’s Shield

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH Issue 105 November 2025

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
8:0ooam Liturgy of the Word
Holy Fucharist Service is at 10:00am every
Sunday in person,
and [ive stream on FacebooR.
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St. Paul’s Thanksgiving
service will

be Wednesday, November 27

at 6:00pm.
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Invite a Veteran's Day service

On November 9 St. Paul’s will honor the
Veteran’s on Sunday at the 10:00am service.
We have invited The City of Refuge veterans to
our service and luncheon. If you would like to
invite a veteran, please let Becky know.

The luncheon will follow

the service. All are welcome to come.

A Time to Pre pgre

Advent Season wil
November 30:
Our service times will be 8:00am
4 and 10:00am.
Come join and prepare in the Advent Season for
the Birth of Our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.

St. Paul’s will have their
Veteran Sunday Luncheon on
Sunday, November 9
after the 10:00am service.
Please bring a dish
according to your last name initial:
or something that you would
like to bring:
A-D Meat
G-K Dessert
L-R Salad
S-W Veg
If you have any questions, email me
at stpauls@stpaulsorangetx.com

Chrismon Ornaments or Kits

On November 30, the
1st Sunday of

Advent, we will have a tree
and would like Chrismon ornaments

by each family.
They will be symbols of Christ.
We will have more details soon.

What are the Ministries of the Church?
It’s taking action and getting involved in the
church to serve its mission.

Have you thought about helping in some way.
We are approaching the beginning of the year,
and are in need of some people helping with
our ministries. If you would like to join the
altar guild, flower guild, ushers, vestry or be-
come a Eucharistic minister or lectors. Please
let us know by contacting me at 409-883-2969
or stpauls@stpaulsorangetx.com. Please give

a prayerful consideration to joining a ministry.
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In the month of November we will be collecting can goods for the
Salvation Army. They will provide a meal for Thanksgiving to
those in need. Please just place them in the Guild room.

St. Paul’s members will be ringing the bell for the Salvation Army
again this year. A sign up will be provided as soon as the times
become available.

—on Tuesday Nov 4 at y
Blue€MoorrCaju mwpm.

- Evyeryone is welconie to come. If:you have £ .
a,ny questlons’ you can emall me at e N l Breakfast Bunch will meet at

; 9:00am at IH 10 Diner.
e -.-\3’*
e stp:guls@s’tpaulsor ang -com .,fa ’ All are welcome to come.

-~ OF call 409-883-2 . Come enjoy your breakfast ‘
= — —= . and the fellowship.
If you have any questions
contact me at l
stpauls@stpaulsorangetx.co
m or 409-883-2969.

IMPORTANTI

The Game Group
Feast nays Come join the Game Group
All Saints day November 1 every Thll;r;day at110:00am. T:ﬁs
o o group will be just learning to play
Christ the King November 23 different games.
Thanksgiving Day November2'd Everyone is welcomed.
No skills needed. If you have any
St. Andrew ‘trmfe"ed to Dee l" questions please talk to Teri Duos.
November 30

Art Class is every Wednesday at 9:30am in
the parish hall. You can start anytime. If
you have any questions contact
Shirley Marshall.




Christ the King

This Sunday is known as the Feast of Christ the King, and certainly all of the lessons have images of kingship and rule,
though not necessarily in expected forms. This Sunday stands at the end of the long season after Pentecost as a sum-
ming up of what we’ve learned about Jesus Christ, and as an introduction to Advent.

The first two lessons speak of the promise of good things for the righteous, but also invite us to thoughts of judgement.
The king Jeremiah promises will be raised up from David’s line will be a gentle shepherd, but also judge and all-
powerful ruler. Paul speaks of Jesus not only as head of the Church, but as ruler of all things in heaven and on earth,
the one through whom all things were created. So much comes together here, that if this feast didn’t exist, it would al-
most be necessary to invent it.

That is exactly what happened in 1925, when the Roman Catholic Church decided that there ought to be a feast that
specially underlined the all-embracing authority of Christ. Originally set for the last Sunday in October, in 1970 the
feast of Christ the King was moved to the last Sunday before Advent. We Episcopalians have adopted it as well, sensing
its fitness for this beginning and end of seasons.

For a lot of the world, kingship isn’t an alien idea, but we Americans fought a Revelation against it two hundred years
ago, and set up a democracy.

But as today’s Gospel shows us, Jesus’ kingship is not of this world — it is far bigger than that and more glorious. Je-
sus, the king who reigns from the cross, promises the repentant thief that they will be together in Paradise that very
day. He has judged the “good thief” worthy of citizenship in his kingdom.

Likewise, Jesus will come at the last day to judge all of us, not naked and bloody and dying, but as Lord of heaven and
earth. He will judge us on our behavior to the poorest and most insignificant person we meet, as if we did those things
to him. That being the case, maybe it is a good idea to take a couple of minutes to look at why we call Christ king in the
first place.

Some people think we should throw out the word “king” as a relic of an old, oppressive era, but that is sadly ironic, be-
cause in that mystery of Christ’s kinship is the root of our liberation.

Christ is King because he is the Son of God. He is both perfect human and perfect God, and because he is God, he is
ruler of all that is; sole ruler because God is one. None other is worthy because only the one who created everything has
the power of absolute rule over his creation.

Christ is King because he has redeemed all creation, and especially human nature, bringing us the promise everlasting
life and peace. By taking our nature on himself he restored in us the image of God which we vandalized by our disobe-
dience and self- separation from God. By becoming human, and by taking upon himself not only our nature but the
punishment due us for our sins, Christ restored the God-life in us and peace between us and God.

If this seems a little less directly kingly than the judging and lawgiving, remember that the maintaining peace both at
home and abroad is also one of the traditional jobs of a king. And isn’t Jesus always telling us that God’s kingdom is
within us, making his role as our restorer and redeemer doubly a Kingly one.

Finally, yes, Christ is King because he is law-giver, judge, and the one who executes judgment. He is the source of the
Law come among us in our flesh to show us perfect obedience to the Law, and he is the same one who will return at the
end of days to be our judge and to carry out the sentence he passes upon us.

It is in his mercy as our kinsman in human flesh, as well as judge and king that our hope lies. Not easy ideas.

Even the comfortingly familiar picture of the Shepherd is pretty remote from our own experience. But in the next
month we will see these ideas and images brought home by the likes of John the Baptist, the wild man prophet of the
Jordan, and by Mary, the simple Jewish girl whose “yes” brought God into our flesh in unique commingling.

And finally, on Christmas, our King will come to us in the form of a helpless baby, to explain himself by living where
we can see and hear, touch and handle him. For now, however, we are given a hint of his royal majesty that we power-
less to explain adequately. Maybe the best we can do on this Feast of Christ the King is to bow in awe and worship, as-

cribing to him as is most justly due, all might, majesty, dominion, and power, henceforth and forevermore. Amen.
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/sermon/this-sunday-is-known-christ-the-king-c-1998/
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Happy Birthday
Reeves, Mrs. Annie 11/03
Guth, Mrs. Jenny 11/04
Harrison, Mr. Joshua 11/06
Michaelis, Mr. David 11/06
Blanchard, Mrs. Bonnie 11/10
Michaelis, Theodore “Teddy” 11/14
Smith, Shelby 11/14
Kelley, Griffin 11/17 .
Kelley, Molly 11/17 _the Diocese.
Kelley, Maggie 11/17
Cheek, Mrs. Pam 11/18 . .
Hall, Brennan 11/22 If you would like to be added to our email list,
Rutledge, Mrs. Becky 11/23 you can contact me at
Geis, Kinley 11/23 stpauls@stpaulsorangetx.com
Hughes, Mrs. Debbie 11/25 or 409-883-2969.
Duos, Teri 11/27
. J
The 1st Sunday of the Month is
Happy Anniversary Outreach Sunday
%/?:lei;’ Iélllllnf‘ &Jog;e“is Hj(l)g On the 1st Sunday of each month
C sla, Gl & é’ I 11/18 St. Paul’s loose plate offering will
urran, Lslenn arofyn be for Outreach.

If you make out a check please make a note in
the Memo line. If you have any questions,
please contact me at

stpauls@stpaulsorangetx.com.

Shield Information is due November 15.
Vestry Meeting is Sunday November 16
after the 10:00am service.

St. Paul’s Family & Friends Prayer List

Jay Todd Cleaver, Sue Hagan, Justin Morvant,

Haley & Dennis Walton, Ray Hancock Walter Rotsch
Amanda, Patsy , Rosemary,

Betty & Don Ball, Sr., Carolyn Hessong Molly Sartin

Greg & Karen Ball Mimi Hollier, David Silk,

Paula Burton Delmos Hooker, Easton Smith & family
Hal Bean, Rosie Hurst, Ronnie Sonnier,

Bill Yolanda Jackson, Pete & Delores Sterling,
Anne Breitenstein, Allen Jones, Paul

Doris Byrd, Jerry & Sherlon Jones, Ken Slaughter,
Carolyn, John & Marie Terese & Liam

Glenn & Carolyn Curran Kaitlyn Hogg Judy Taylor and Craig Taylor
Chandler Family Deborah Kibodeaux Kendal Thomas,

Kayla & Mackenzie, [an Cheek, Mackenzie Susan Torrence

Robert Cheek, Megan Nancy Walker,

Chris Peggy Lane, Alyssa Wilson

Sharon Debes, Jasper, Catherine,

Dena Jimmie Avera Ben Garecia,

Martin & Hannah Dugas, Peggy Johnson, Kady Michaelis,

John & Teri Duos, Lori, Vines Family

Elizabeth Ruby Lynette, Tom, Grace & Kate
Maggie Farrington, Madeline, Joe Cavallero

Tim Fading, Mary, Kay Shelton

Tom & Marsha, Ken & Debra ShaRee Baumgartner
Chris Gayle Kenric

David Haley, Ricky Haley,

Bruce and Roxanne McGraw,


https://www.epicenter.org/
https://www.epicenter.org/

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
1401 W. Park Ave.
Orange, TX 77630

Morning Prayer 8:00am

EOW (Family Service) 10:00am
In person, Live Stream Service on
Facebook every Sunday at 10:00am.




